
Our personal calling 

The Gospel tells how three individuals wanted to follow Jesus and learn more 

about God. Far from urging them to join his group, Jesus seemed rather to 

discourage them. The first was told to count the cost of joining, as he would 

have no fixed abode. The next answer seems quite harsh. “Let the [spiritually] 

dead bury their dead.” Perhaps the man’s father was still alive, and an eldest 

son could not leave home until after his father’s death. But if we are faced with 

a radical option and do not decide at once, we are less likely to do so later. 

What Jesus said to the third man was equally challenging: “No one who puts 

his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” The wooden 

plough could break if it struck a large stone; so, the ploughman had to watch 

the ground ahead at all times. The commitment of a disciple to following Christ 

should be equally focused. 

All through life, God is also calling us, whether we respond or not, even as he 

called Peter from his fishing, Matthew from his tax office, Elisha from his farm. 

But how many choose to answer God’s call? Jesus once observed that “Many 

are called but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14). On the other hand, we have his words 

of warm encouragement, “Fear not little flock, for it has pleased the Father to 

give you the kingdom” (Lk 12:32). 

As a foundation for any vocation to service in the church is the belief that God 

“so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in 

him may not be lost but may have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). This reassures us of 

the unconditional love on God’s part for each and every person. With that belief 

we renew our Yes to our basic Christian vocation: “through love become 

servants to one another” or in our Lord’s words: “Love one another as I have 

loved you.” 

 

 



Hands to the plough 

Sometimes we wonder if Jesus was trying to discourage people from following 

him, he was so blunt in spelling out what it would cost. Yet ‘Follow me’ is an 

invitation frequently repeated in the Gospel, and it echoes in the hearts of every 

generation. 

Jesus calls various people to share in his life and in his interests. Discipleship 

and loyalty to his mission go hand in hand. And this mission needed to be carried 

out in right spirit, not as dominating people but as serving them. James and 

John were eager, but they wanted to do things their way; so Jesus sharply 

rebuked them. A fire and brimstone approach even towards opponents, was 

unacceptable. Jesus came as a savior not as the leader of a punishment squad. 

It seems online that some would-be guardians of orthodoxy today share the 

angry spirit of the Boanerges: ‘sons of thunder’. We need the guidance of Jesus 

to help us to clarify and to refine our understanding of discipleship. 

Disciples need to break free from false forms of security. The apostles left 

behind their established lifestyle in order to be with Jesus. At an earlier time, 

Elisha left aside his security as a farmer in order to serve with Elijah the prophet. 

“Yes, I will follow you, sir, but first let me…” Have those words a familiar ring to 

us? So, they resemble our own first response to God’s call? I will follow you but 

on my own terms. I will follow you if the cost is not too high. 

In today’s Gospel, several people wanted to follow Jesus, but found the 

conditions too strict. The project of spreading the kingdom of God was noble 

and urgent. Instead of trying to haggle with Jesus over the conditions, they 

could have gone with him immediately. Ideally our own ‘Yes’ to God should be 

total, like our Blessed Mother’s. If we do this, it can bring us that spiritual joy 

which St Paul calls the “pledge,” or first instalment of eternal life. 

 


